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ABSTRACT
This panel discussion will explore the benefits and challenges of leveraging Commercial Off-The-Shelf (COTS) technologies to enhance ground system mobility. As the demand for advanced power, propulsion, and running gear systems in military vehicles grows, COTS components offer a pathway to rapid innovation and cost-efficiency. The panel will delve into the practical application of commercial solutions in the area of powertrain and mobility technology. Key discussion points will include the significant advantages in development speed and cost reduction, alongside the critical challenges of meeting military-specific requirements. These challenges include ruggedization for harsh environments, system integration, and the distinct issues surrounding the application of COTS to Tactical versus Combat platforms. Furthermore, the panel will address the complexities of long-term lifecycle support, specifically contrasting durable platforms designed for a 50-year life cycle against systems that are acquired, expended, or phased out more rapidly. This session aims to provide insights into the trade-offs and best practices for integrating COTS solutions to meet the evolving power and mobility needs of modern military ground vehicles. 


